
October
Dear Parents/Guardians, 

It has been a busy month in St Pat’s. The highlight was the  return of the 
Halloween Fair, after a two year break.

We have been overwhelmed by the remarkable support and resounding 
success. We would like to once again shout out a massive THANK YOU to 
all who supported the Fair i.e our parents, pupils, staff, sponsors, local 
businesses and members of our community. 

Our school is fortunate to have an amazing team of volunteers who give so 
graciously of their time. The money raised will enhance the children’s 
education and environment during the year. This would not have been 
possible without your your support.  

 .



Maths Week
Maths Week took place in October and classes
were busy with various fun Maths activities,
games and puzzles, and looking at Maths
in the environment.

Garda visit
Our community Garda, Laura, visited 3rd
and 4th classes to discuss the dangers of
Halloween. 4th class also had a visit from 
Garda Ann and the Garda dogs, which was 
very exciting. They learned all about the dogs’
roles and the classrooms were well searched
by Toby, the sniffer dog. The dogs also paid a 
visit  to some other classrooms.



DLD Day
Last week we celebrated DLD Day (an awareness day for Developmental 
Language Disorder). It was great to see pupils and staff wearing yellow 
and purple. Special thanks to the pupils in our DLD classes for their 
wonderful display about “Growing with DLD.” 

Enrolment
Closing date for applications for Junior Infants 2023 is Friday, 4th 
November 2022. An application received after this date must be treated 
as a late application, as per the admissions policy. This includes siblings. 
Please ensure sibling applications are made before this date.

Artist in Residence 
Ms. Savage recently took part in TAP (Teacher Artist Project) which has 
enabled us to have a visiting artist coming to the school throughout the 
year. The artist, Kajsa Kinsella, will be working with the two DLD classes 
after the mid-term break. 

Halloween

Our Halloween Dress Up Day itook place today. .t was great to see all the Halloween 
costumes.



Sacraments
We recently held parent meetings with the Communion and Confirmation 
classes. Fr. Paul will be celebrating some Family Masses throughout the 
year to support the preparation for the sacraments between home, 
school and parish. Many thanks to the parents/ guardians who have 
joined the committees to help in that regard. 
The Communion boys recently celebrated their Ceremony of Enrolment at 
Sunday Mass. The Confirmation boys will do the same on Sunday 13th of 
November. 

Green School News
As part of Climate Action Week, classes looked at ways 
to reduce litter and conserve energy. After mid-term 
break, pupils will be taking a greater sense of
responsibility and leadership  by operating a class 
group rota system to ensure everyone is participating
in trying to keep our school litter-free as we work
towards our new Green Flag for Litter and Waste. 
The following boys are members of the Green School Committee this 
year:
Angus and Chris in Ms. Savage’s and Ms. Lavery’s classes

Joshua and Feilim in 1st class

Patrick Chau, Daniel and Callum in 2nd class

Seán and William in 3rd class

Joseph and Oran in 4th class

Ruairí and Tom in 5th class

Joseph,Conor, Daniel and Eoin in 6th class

Thanks to Mr. Skelly and Ms. McKevitt who will coordinate the Green 

School activities.



To celebrate Tree Day, we received a
holly sapling from Coillte Ireland.  We 
planted it in the quad garden in the
senior school. We  look forward
to seeing it grow, like last year’s wild 
cherry tree from Coillte,  and the fruit 
trees we planted at the back of the 
Junior Building.
 

Heritage Ireland visits
A visitor from Heritage Ireland gave workshops to the 4th , 5th and 6th 
classes this week. Some classed learned about pollination while others 
undertook an outdoor mapping  activity around the school grounds.  

Outdoors
Some classes had an opportunity to visit the Botanic 
Gardens in October. They were lucky to receive a 
guided tour to learn about magical plants, and 
also saw the Halloween harvest display. 
Other classes found signs of Autumn on
nature walks around the school/ college grounds. 

Assemblies
There was plenty of news to share , and plenty of names and classes added to the Gold Box  
for the October assembly. We also had plenty of reminders about the school rules! Fr. Paul 
joined for a blessing and we said a special prayer for the community of Creeslough in Donegal. 
The Junior and Senior Infants  had their first assembly in the Junior Building, and 6th class 
treated them to a rendition of Amhran na bhFiann.  



Sport 
Well done to our Junior Football panel. They were 
gracious in winning two matches and losing two matches.
Thanks to their coaches Ms. Devlin and Mr. Tubridy for all their help. 

Halloween Art 
Well done to all our entrants in the Halloween
Art Competition. It was great to see the wonderful 
art and craft filling the reception area of the Senior
Building. Mr. Skelly and and his co-judges selected 
some for special merit and prizes  and all those 
who entered received merit certs

Parent Teacher Meetings 
These will take place on Wednesday, 23rd of November, from 2:35 
pm-5:45pm, and Thursday, 24th November, from 2:30pm-4:30pm. As 
with previous years, classes will go home a little earlier, at 2.05pm, on 
the longer day, Wednesday 23rd November (Normal hometime for the 
Junior and Senior Infants).  (Teachers will advise if it is possible to have a 
mutually agreeable time on another day.) This year, we are returning to 
face -to-face meetings. Booking times will be made available through 
Aladdin after the mid-term break. 



School Zone
A reminder that we are in a Dublin City Council School Zone. Please park 
or stop away from the school and walk the remainder of the way. There 
should be no parking or drop-offs in the yellow zone area on Millbourne 
Avenue, or at the staff car-park gate on the DCU campus.
We respectfully request that the staff car-parking spaces remain 
available for staff use. 
We are delighted to see many pupils cycling and scooting to school. 
Please remember that the boys should wear helmets and have a lock. 
Please also consider a high-vis jacket for the  dark Winter mornings.

Parents’ Association 
The P.A was extremely busy this month in preparation for the 
Halloween Fair. All their time, effort and support with this were greatly 
appreciated. The P.A is also coordinating the sale of the Christmas cards 
this year. More information will follow. 

Library Committee
The staff  and pupils would like to say a big “thank you” to the 
committee who installed new dyslexia-friendly shelf signage in the 
library. Thanks to parents Lorna, Joe and Sandra, past pupils Conn and 
Jack, and  current pupils Isaac and Andrew, for their help with this.
If anyone would like to join them on the next sorting date, please let us 
know by email. 

   

 

   

 

   

   

 

 



Assemblies
We shared plenty of school news and had plenty of names and classes in 
the Gold Box for our October assemblies. We also had reminders about 
the school rules. Fr. Paul gave a special blessing  and we prayed for the 
community of Creeslough, Donegal. The Junior Infants had their first 
assembly in the Junior Building and were treated to a rendition of 
Amhrán na bhFiann by Mr. Carey’s 6th class  boys. 

   

 

   

Mechanical Ventilation 
The mechanical ventilation units are due to be installed in the upstairs 
classrooms over the Halloween mid-term break. This is being made 
possible through Department of Education funding.

Student Council
The Student Council identified the need to have a “Please close the gate” 
sign on our pedestrian gate, when they reviewed safety aspects. This is 
now in place and hopefully will be a reminder to visitors to keep the gate 
closed when they leave.
4th class and 6th class recently elected new pupil representatives to the 
Council. Congratulations to Callan and Aodhán in 4th class, and Alexander 
and George in 6th class who were elected. Well done to all the boys who 
were nominated or put their names forward. This year’s Council is 
comprised of: Callan, Aodhán (4th class), Donal, Alex, Patrick, Darragh    
(5th class), George, Alexander, Ted and Robert (6th class). Thanks to Mr. 
Moore, Mr. Boyle and Ms. Walsh who will liaise with the boys.

 
 

   

   

 

 



Communication Boards
We have added more Communication Boards
in the Junior and Senior Buildings. The boards 
are helpful to support interactions between
pupils who communicate in different ways.

Halloween
Our Halloween Dress Up Day took place today. It was great to see all the 
Halloween costumes during the yard parades.

   

 

   

 

   

   

 

 



A prayer and blessing from Fr. Paul
For all the pupils of St. Patrick’s Boys’ National School, for your parents, 
teachers, family and extended families:
I wish you every blessing for the half term. 
Every day I pray the simple prayer of my Guardian Angel for all your 
intentions:
“Angel of God, my Guardian Dear, 
To whom God’s love commits me here.
Ever this day be at my side, 
To light and guard, to rule and guide.
Amen.”
I hope knowing you are in my prayer every day gives you a sense of God’s 
protection and blessing.
Fr. Paul.

Have a lovely, safe and happy mid-term,   
Ms. Bassett
(Principal)

   

 

   

 

   

   

 

 


