
Parent Teacher Meetings

Many thanks for your participation in the 
recent Parent/Teacher meetings. We hope
 that the meeting provided you with some 
valuable insight into your child’s progress in 
school. The meetings were a great reminder 
that not only have the children been working so hard, but they display 
wonderful values that contribute to the positive atmosphere in the school.
  

Month of Remembrance

November is a special month for remembering 
those who have died. We think of all our loved 
ones we have lost. They foyer has been 
beautifully decorated  with our thoughts.

Enrolment

Places for Junior Infants, September 2023, have been offered. Applications 
can still be made and will be added to the waiting list.

Applications for a place in a specialised class for pupils with DLD 
(Developmental Language Disorder) for the 2023 school year will be 
accepted from 5/1/2023 – 1/3/2023. The applications for the DLD class are 
led by the child’s Speech and Language Therapist or Psychologist. 

  



Science Week

Science Week took place in November, with classes engaging in various 
activities and experiments.  
Some classes had a visit from some science professors from Trinity College, 
who shared their expertise in the areas of light and electricity. 
Other classes were lucky to visit the “Delve Deeper” workshops in the Botanic 
Gardens, where they had the opportunity to use the microscopes to examine 
plant life.  
Some classes held their own “Science Fairs”, with plenty of potions, and some 
did experiments featuring  marshmallows, raisins, 7up and bread! Thanks to 
the 5th class boys for reading interesting Science facts over the intercom to 
round off the week!
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November assemblies

We gathered in the hall  for assembly 
to hear school news, important reminders and 
the thought of the day;  to share birthdays and
the gold box nominations, and to join together 
for some singing. Fr Paul joined the senior 
assembly to mark the start of Advent, as we
all start to think about and prepare for 
Christmas. This year we are all asked to take
care of one another. One of the important messages of the season of Advent is 
the spirit of generosity. The nicest gift we can give is our time and goodness. 

Sacrament classes

The 6th class boys who are making Confirmation recently 
attended their Enrolment ceremony, and a prayer service
in the chapel. The 2nd class boys who are enrolled for
Communion, also attended a prayer service in the chapel,
as part of their preparation. 
Thanks to the parent committees from 2nd and 6th class for 
their help with organising the Sunday masses. 
Father Paul would like to remind you that the St Pat’s Family
Mass takes place Sunday in the College Chapel at 11:15
(once a month there is a Saturday evening Mass instead of a Sunday morning 
Mass).

Artist in residence

Artist, Kajsa has started working with the DLD classes  on their art project. We 
are delighted that we have also been approved a music residency under the 
“BLAST” programme, so some classes will also have the opportunity to work 
on a musical project with Kajsa  during the year. 

                               



    
Music 

2nd and 6th classes recently did some work with the Music 
Department of  DCU. They worked on  listening and responding
to music, and  rhythm and percussion instruments.

Storytelling

Some Education students from Marino Institute 
of Education visited 3rd and 4th classes as part 
of storytelling workshops. The boys have enjoyed
listening to the short stories over the past few
weeks.
    
Heritage Ireland

At the end of October, some classes had a visit by a Heritage Ireland expert.  
3rd/6th class/ Ms. Lavery’s class learned about pollinators, while 4th/5th class 
/Ms Savage’s class did some habitat mapping

Shelbourne Football Club visit

The 4th , 5th and 6th classes had a visit by some 
of the players of Shelbourne  F.C, ahead of the FAI 
Cup final. Some boys were lucky to win prizes and had 
the opportunity to ask some questions.  Hard luck to
Shelbourne, and well done to Derry City on the win!

Spelling Bee Competition

Thanks to all the 5th and 6th class boys who tried out at lunchtime this week,  
with Mr. Duffy and Mr. Carey, to find the St Pat’s Spelling Bee. 
Wesley  from 6th class and Ben from 5th class were crowned the 
Spelling Bees and will go forward to the Dublin competition. 
It was a tense time in the hall, and great to see so many boys
interested in taking part. 



    
Trip to Henrietta Street 

The two 5th  classes  visited Henrietta street to see what
life was like in the tenements of Georgian Dublin 200 
years ago. Rats and mice,  two toilets between 200 people,
no running water, electricity or gas, and not a playstation 
in sight!  Life was very different back then!

Bikes and parking 

A reminder that boys who cycle/ scoot to school should have
a helmet and a lock. 

DCU contacted the school regarding cars parked/stopped
in the yellow box area outside the school gate, and advised that clamping will 
be in operation. 

Student Council 

The Student Council met with Ms. Bassett recently and reviewed the Anti- 
Bullying Policy and procedures, which they will will feed back to the classes.

They have also highlighted some areas of improvement, and are currently 
doing some research and receiving quotes to see what might be affordable.  
They will then identify a target area for improvement and share the details!
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Green School 

The Green School Committee are working with
Mr Skelly and Ms McKevitt to promote litter and 
Waste. We have a rota in the senior school, where
a few boys from each class will have an opportunity
at yard time to wear their high-vis jackets as they 
do a patrol with the litter pickers. 
The eco-monitors in each class do a great job remembering to switch off lights 
when they are not in use. 

   
School closure, Friday  27th January

Previously , the Department of Education has sanctioned half-day closures, to 
facilitate staff training in the Primary Language Curriculum. In addition, our 
school has been sanctioned a one day closure for pupils, which will be taken 
on Friday 27th of January, 2023.

Parents’ Association

Thanks, as always, to our wonderful Parents’ Association for all their hard work 
over the past few months.They have been busy working on the delivery of 
Christmas cards,  contacting the North Pole, and finding homes for leftover 
books from the Halloween Fair. One last display of free books will be held this 
Friday at hometime. 

Twitter 

This Q.R code will hopefully take 
you tour school Twitter page!

   
   

 

 



New mechanical ventilation systems

The mechanical ventilation units were installed in the upstairs classes over the 
mid-term break. These were funded by the Department of Education. The units 
have a heat recovery system also, which will be  an extra benefit. We hope to 
install LED lighting in some of the rooms, during the the 2nd term. 

Christmas

Advent has started and over the next few weeks we 
will be preparing for Christmas.

We know Santa is already very busy this year. 
The P.A  has written a letter to the North Pole
asking him to visit the Junior Building, even for just
a few minutes to see how good the St Pat’s boys 
are. 
From next week,  those who wish, can  leave a non-perishable food item under 
the Christmas tree for the Society of St Vincent de Paul. The 
Like last year the Student Council have selected Temple Street as the chosen 
charity for the Christmas Jumper Day on 19th December. For those who wish 
to make a contribution, an Aladdin payment will be set up closer the time!



 
 Christmas cards

The cards  have been ordered and will raise much needed funds for our school. 
Thank you for your support in this venture. If anyone has any queries in relation 
to the Christmas cards, please contact your PA class representative via 
Whatsapp.

Cinema trip 

Pupils can wear a Christmas jumper if they wish when going on the Christmas 
cinema trip, to the Lighthouse cinema, next week.A few treats can be taken in a 
separate lunch bag.  Permissions and payment details are on Aladdin. 

Nativity 

The Infant classes will be celebrating their Nativity (Senior Infants) and carols
(Junior Infants) at 9:30am on Thursday, the 15th of December in the College
Chapel. We are looking forward to welcoming you to this very special occasion.

Carols

The Senior School pupils will celebrate their Carol Service on Friday, 16th
December at 11am in the College Chapel. You are welcome to join for this
occasion, however the capacity in the church is limited, so we hope to set up a 
Zoom or Google Classroom link to facilitate those who wish to view from home 
or work. Class teachers and Ms. Doyle have been helping the boys with their 
practice. Please help your child to practise carols at home also, as part of 
homework.

Drumcondra Lighting of the Christmas Tree 
                  
This will take place on Sunday 4th December, at 7pm.
Please see the flyer send on Aladdin.

Many thanks for your continued support,
Kind regards,
Natasha Bassett
(Principal)


