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We have settled back well after 
Christmas and there are so many 
things to look forward to in this busy 
term. We have Internet Safety 
events, Wellbeing Week, the 6th 
Class Bake Sale, Seachtain na 
Gaeilge and Easter to look forward 
to in Term 2. It is going to be a busy 
and fun term in school! 

Last week we celebrated the start of 
the Chinese New Year and also  
Catholic Schools Week. During the 
week, pupils, staff, parents, 
grandparents and the school 
community showed, in lots of 
different ways, that we are proud of 
our school ethos. The theme for 
Catholic Schools Week 2023 is 
Walking Together in Faith and Love. 
Fr. Paul joined us at assembly to 
mark the special week, and we 
heard messages from boys over the 
intercom.

Grandparents’ Day

As part of Catholic Schools Week, 
grandparents of 3rd class boys were 
invited into the school for a blessing 
by Fr. Paul. The P.A. kindly provided 
refreshments, and the boys had an 
opportunity to hear about their 
grandparents memories of school. 
Thanks to Ms. McKevitt and Mr. 
Williams for displaying the boys’ 
lovely art and written work, to share 
with grandparents on the day. 
Grandparents’ Day was an 
opportunity for all pupils to think 
about, remember and celebrate 
grandparents, with many classes 
completing art or other activities to 
honour their grandparents.
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Safer Internet Day            
Safer Internet Day takes place on 
Tuesday 7th of February.
Classes will learn about internet 
safety, through stories, activities and 
discussion.  

Junior Infants and Senior Infants  will 
learn about the internet through  
“DigiDuck stories”.
1st - 4th class will explore the topic 
through “HTML Heroes”.
5th and 6th class will learn about 
Internet Safety through “My Selfie 
and the Wider World.”
Senior classes have also recently 
been revising the topic of 

cyberbullying through the DCU 
FUSE programme.
The Student Council will be 
preparing information posters with 
internet safety tips to share with all 
pupils and staff.  
While the internet undoubtedly 
presents fantastic opportunities for 
children, it is equally clear that there 
are valid concerns about children 
spending too much time online, 
accessing inappropriate content and 
communicating with people who they 
do not know. 

It's also important that children learn 
to respect the online world. 
Understanding that their online 
behaviours are all tracked in their 
digital footprint will help to encourage 
moral behaviour online.

Parent and Pupil Talks on Internet 
Safety
The majority of time that children 
spend on the internet is at home, so 
it is important that parents and 
guardians understand the potential 
dangers and what can be done to 
avoid them. It is advised that we 
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talk openly and regularly about our 
concerns and agree boundaries 
around internet use in our homes. 
On Tuesday 21st February, we will 
be welcoming Zeeko Ireland to 
the school to talk to the pupils in 2nd 
to 6th class about Internet Safety. 
That evening at 8pm we invite ALL 
parents to attend a talk on Internet 
Safety. 
This is not a topic that is only 
relevant to teenagers and older 
children. If your child spends time 
online, using mobile phones, games, 
social media and online streaming it 
is essential that they are safe while 
doing so. We hope to teach the 
children good habits while they are 
young, as well as inform parents 
about the real online dangers for 
young children and the reality of 
what they can be exposed to online. 
We strongly encourage all parents in 
our school community to attend this 
Internet Safety talk.

There is extensive information and 
guidance on online safety, and 
practical advice on screen-time, 
social media, image sharing and 
popular apps such as Snapchat and 
Tiktok, available at www.webwise.ie. 
and www.zeeko.ie

 

In March, 3rd-6th class will also have 
an Internet Safety talk by Barnardos.

Stay Safe: Stay Safe Programme is 
being taught this term to the pupils of 
Junior Infants, 1st class, 3rd class 
and 5th class. Stay Safe is a 
personal safety skills programme. 
The overall aim of the programme is 
to reduce vulnerability to child abuse 
and bullying, by teaching the 
children skills and strategies for 
dealing with potentially unsafe, 
threatening or dangerous situations. 
A Stay  Safe Parent Guide with more 
information was recently sent to 
parents of those 
classes on Aladdin. 
Other classes, not 
covering Stay Safe
this year, will also be
revisiting “safety” as 
part of the SPHE programme this 
term.

FUSE Anti-Bullying programme
The 4th classes have started  
working on the DCU FUSE 
Anti-bullying programme. 5th and 6th 
classes will cover the “booster 
lessons” as a reminder of what they 
learned previously.  
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RSE (Relationships and Sexuality 
Education) 
Accord

Accord RSE talks for 5th and 6th 
classes will take place on Tuesday, 
7th February for 6th class, 
and on Thursday, 9th February for 
6th class, under the guidance of the 
class teachers. 
An online talk for parents of 5th and 
6th class pupils is scheduled for 1st 
of February at 7pm-8pm. A meeting 
link will be sent to parents that week, 
and a permission has been send on 
Aladdin for children to partake in the 
lessons.  More information is 
available Dublin Schools' 
Programme - Accord, Ireland

Ethos and Sacraments
This is the the third year of the 
school's involvement in a pilot 
programme on Ethos reflection. 
Earlier this year, Fr. Paul established 
parent groups who support the 
preparation for the Sacraments, 
through the Family Masses. Thanks 
to the parents who are involved in 
those groups. We will soon be 
celebrating First Penance (on 28th 
February)  and the Ceremony of 
Light (14th March), two important 
milestones in the sacramental 
preparation

Enrolment 2023
The Parent Talk for new Junior 
Infants 2023 will take place on 
Thursday 23rd of March. 

DLD class Enrolment
Applications for a place in a 
specialised class for pupils with    
DLD (Developmental Language 
Disorder) for 2023/2024
school year will be accepted until 
1/3/2023. The applications 
for the DLD class are led by the 
child’s Speech and Language 
therapist or psychologist.

Attendance Strategy
The school is legally obligated to 
report to the National Education 
Welfare Board (NEWB) any child 
who misses more than 20 days in 
the school year. When a child is 
absent, please record the reasons 
on Aladdin. An automatic reminder 
will be send through Aladdin to 
notify you when your child has 
missed 15 days, and to notify you 
of 20 days absence. There is no 
need to respond to the notifications.
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Modern Languages 
in Primary School
6th classes are taking 
part in an eight week
Modern Languages Programme, 
funded by the Department of 
Education. Ms. O’Keefe is teaching 
French during this “language 
sampler module”. It is an exciting 
opportunity for the boys to expand 
their experience with languages and 
other cultures, and it also gives 
them confidence in engaging with a 
new language. See 
www.languagesconnect.ie for more 
information.

Wellbeing Week 
Wellbeing Week will be taking place 
next week (Tuesday 7th-Friday 
11th February) Reminder there is 
no school on Bank Holiday, 6th of 
February)  We look forward to daily 
activities that support and inspire 
being mindful. Ms. Quinn will be 
coordinating this special week, with 
Chuckle Tuesday, Wellbeing 
Wednesday, Thoughtful Thursday 
and Fit Friday. The special days will 
help to remind everyone of the 
importance of healthy body and 
healthy mind.

Bake Sale 
During Wellbeing Week, Friday will 
not only be “Fit”, but “Flavoursome” 
too! Mr. Moore’s and Mr. Carey’s  
classes will be organising the much 
anticipated 6th class Bake Sale. 
The Bake Sale is always a big 
event, and all pupils can support it 
by buying cakes and/or donating 
cakes on the morning. Special 
nut-free stalls will feature for those 
with allergies. 
 

Fighting Words
Ms. Devlin’s and Mr. Boyle’s 4th 
classes will be attending Fighting 
Words, near Croke Park, in the 
coming weeks, to take part in a 
creative writing and illustration 
workshop. We look forward to 
seeing their work published on the 
Fighting Words webpage!
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Recent Building Work
Work is now complete
on a full upgrade of 
Emergency Lighting 
and the fire alarm 
system in the Junior
building. 
Over Christmas, the 
Junior building received a new 
boiler, funded by the Department of 
Education.
Upstairs classes in the Senior 
Building will have L.E.D lighting 
installed this term. 

Teams 
Trials recently took place for hurling 
and soccer. Thanks to all who 
attended. Unfortunately,
with such large numbers, not 
everyone can be on the team,
but it is encouraging
to see such great 
sportsmanship and 
behaviour on and off 
the pitch, as well as 
skill and talent. Thanks to 
the teachers involved, who are 
giving their time voluntarily to these 
team sports- Mr. Moore, Mr Carey, 
Mr. Tubridy, Ms. O’Shea, Ms. 
Power and Mr. Williams.

Chess Tournament
Our school will be hosting a one day 
chess tournament, run by Féile 
Fichille, on the 1st of March. This is a 
non-competitive, meet-and-greet style 
chess tournament. Four teams from 
Mr Skelly’s 5th class will represent 
our school. 
We look forward to welcoming teams 
from St. Mary’s Primary School, Scoil 
Assam BNS, Holy Spirit BNS, Scoil 
Chiarain CBS, and St. Joseph’s, 
Fairview.

Schools Quiz 
Our school will be hosting a one day 
inter-schools table quiz in March. We 
look forward to welcoming teams from 
Corpus Christi, St. Columba’s, 
Drumcondra National School, Sacred 
Heart and NDNSP for this friendly 
event. Thanks to Mr. Carey, who be  
holding a lunch-time quiz to select a 
team from 5th/6th class to represent 
us on the day!
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6th class tour to the Custom 
House
Mr. Carey’s and Mr. Moore’s 6th 
class boys enjoyed a trip into town 
to visit the Custom House. They 
learned about the history of the 
building; from its architecture to the 
massive fire of 1921. The boys 
were so well behaved and showed 
a great interest in the history.

DCU links
P.E. elective students from DCU  
will be working with Ms. Gallagher’s 
and Ms. O’ Shea’s classes in the 
coming weeks. They will be 
working on Athletics, and 

the boys will have the opportunity to 
use the DCU halls.
3rd-6th class will meet author David 
Rudden in DCU St. Pat’s on 3rd of 
February. David is  DCU’s author in 
residence.

Swimming
As part of the aquatics strand of P.E., 
6th classes will soon be starting a 6 
week course of swimming lessons in 
Westwood. 3rd class will also receive 
their 6 week course 
later in the year. More 
information will follow 
to parents of 3rd and
6th class pupils. 

Active School

We are very excited to be raising our 
activity levels this year as we work on 
achieving our first Active Flag. 

The Active Flag is a Department of 
Education and Skills initiative 
supported by Healthy Ireland and part 
of the National Physical Activity Plan. 
activeschoolflag.ie The Active School 
Flag is awarded to schools that strive 
to achieve a physically educated and 
physically active school community
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We will be exploring interesting and 
exciting ways to energize the 
school day. Thanks to Mr. Boyle, 
Mr. Maguire, Ms. Power, Ms. Kealy, 
Ms. Doyle and Mr. Skelly who will 
be guiding staff and pupils as we all 
work towards achieving the flag. 
Please keep an eye on the website 
www.saintpats.ie and twitter for 
updates.

  

School Book Fair
The Book Fair will be returning this 
year!  Having last had the Book 
Fair in 2018, we look forward to its
return at the end of  February. Mr. 
Duffy will be in touch
in the coming weeks
with further details!

Creative School
The Creative Schools initiative 
supports schools to provide 
opportunities for children and to 
build their artistic and creative 
skills; to communicate, collaborate, 
stimulate their imaginations, and be 
inventive. Ms. Savage’s and Ms. 
Lavery’s  classes have been lucky 
to work with resident artist Kajsa to 
produce creative art pieces each 
week. 
Kajsa will soon be working with the 
5th class boys on a musical project 
using percussion instruments. 
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ESB Primary Science Blast
The ESB Primary Science Blast is 
a non- competitive programme for 
primary schools, that involves the 
whole class investigating the 
science behind simple questions  
and showcasing their work. This 
year, Mr. Moore’s 6th class are 
taking part, and are examining the 
effect of different shoe types on 
running speed. They are currently 
researching, and recording their 
findings, and will be showcasing 
their work in the RDS on Monday , 
27th of February!  

 

Green school/home
We are busy working towards our 
next green flag: Global Citizenship, 
Litter & Waste, led by Mr. Skelly 
and Ms. McKevitt. The Green 
Schools committee recently 
conducted a lunch box audit within 
the senior school. The audit 
examined what type of packaging 
waste was being generated, and  
helped to devise an action plan that 
will steadily reduce the amount of 
non-recyclable and 
non-compostable waste in lunch 
boxes, such as cling film and tin 
foil. Junior litter wardens on duty in 
the yard during breaks are doing a 

great job keeping the school 
grounds neat and tidy - well done 
boys! 
On the travel front, with mornings 
starting to get a little brighter, as 
many boys as possible are being 
encouraged to walk, cycle or scoot 
to school to support the well-being 
of the boys and lessen traffic on 
local roads in the mornings and 
afternoons. Don’t forget your 
helmet and lock!

Student Council
The Student Council held two 
meetings, one with Ms. Bassett, 
and one with Ms. Baxter. While the 
Council feels we are generally very 
good as a school on behaviour, 
they have been reminding classes 
of inclusion, fairness, politeness, 
and the need to be an upstander 
rather than a bystander. They have 
also been planning the delivery of 
Safer Internet posters, for Safer 
Internet Day.   
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Board of Management
The school’s Anti Bullying Policy and 
Code of Behaviour are currently 
under review. At the January 
meeting, the Board  received an 
update on accounts, the recent 
building works and on Teaching and 
Learning. Child 
Safeguarding
matters were
reviewed, and 
the Charities 
Regulator Code was approved. 
The next meeting will be on the 27th 
of February.

P.A.
Thanks to the P.A. for organising the 
collection of voluntary subs. All 
donations are greatly appreciated. 
Donations can be made to the PA 
bank account using ‘Voluntary Subs’ 
as the receivers reference:
BIC: AIBKIE2D IBAN: 
IE13AIBK93210836523186 REF: 
Voluntary Subs

OR 
By using PayPal, the PA PayPal 
handle is @stpatspa (please use 
Friends and Family as the payment
type)
OR

If you would like to make a cash or 
cheque donation, please drop them 
into the PA post-box located
inside the senior school gate 
entrance.

Thanks also to the P.A. members 
who helped make Grandparents’ 
Day such a special event, 
by providing refreshments and 
helping to prepare the hall.

Reminders
A reminder that we are in “School 
Zone.” Please be mindful of speed 
and refrain from parking or stopping 
in the painted “school zone” 
markings and /or yellow lines on 
Millbourne Avenue, and DCU 
grounds. 

A reminder that next  Monday, 6th 
February is a public bank holiday, 
and school is closed. Mid-term 
break is from Monday 13th 
February - Friday 17th February 
inclusive. 

Thank you for your continued 
support.

Kind regards,
Natasha Bassett
(Principal)
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