
Dear Parent/ Guardian, 
We are delighted to have completed the first term in St Pat’s. After a two year 
absence of traditional Christmas celebrations we were so grateful to be able to 
join together for the seasonal occasions that make Christmas so memorable 
and special. Thank you for the support and cooperation you you have shown 
throughout the term as we have worked in partnership to enhance the 
children’s learning and development. 
 
I would like to sincerely thank the staff for their dedication and work ethic. I am 
most grateful to such a great team for their energy, care and enthusiasm, and 
their consistent efforts to maintain a fun and happy learning environment for the 
pupils.

Thanks to the Parents’ Association who have given their time to contribute to 
the work of the school. The input of the PA makes a significant contribution to 
the vibrant character and atmosphere of our school. A special thanks to the 
whole school community for supporting the school fundraising events, in 
particular the Halloween Fair which had a phenomenal input and response, and 
also the sale of Christmas cards, the St Vincent de Paul food collection and the 
Christmas Jumper fundraiser in aid of Temple Street Hospital. 

I would also like to acknowledge the support and work of the school’s Board of 
Management, and thank them for their enormous commitment, and the 
generously of their time and expertise to support and enhance the essential 
work of the school.

Christmas is an incredibly special time when we celebrate hope. It is also a 
special time for all of us to spend time with our families. It is a time when we 
remember those who we have loved and lost. In particular this year, as a 
school community, we remember our former caretaker, Noel.  We also 
remember those who are ill or struggling. We hope that the New Year brings
hope to all.
We wish all our school community a happy, peaceful and safe Christmas.
Nollaig Shona agus Athbhliain faoi Mhaise daoibh go léir.

December   



Reminders about Enrolment

1.Our Admissions policy is being updated  to reflect the Commencement of 
the Education (provision in respect of children with special educational needs) 
Act 2022,  and commencement of the remaining sections of the Education 
(Admission to Schools) Act 2018. Our admissions policy will include the 
following statement: 

St Patrick’s BNS will cooperate with the NCSE in the performance by the 
Council of its functions under the Education for Persons with Special 
Educational Needs Act 2004 in relation to the provision of education to 
children with special educational needs, including in particular by the 
provision and operation of a special class or classes when requested to do so 
by the Council. St Patick’s BNS will comply with any direction served on the 
board or the patron under section 37A and 67(4)(b).

2.Applications for a place in a specialised class for pupils with DLD 
(Developmental Language Disorder) for the 2023 school year will be accepted 
from 5/1/2023 – 1/3/2023. The applications for the DLD class are led by the 
child’s Speech and Language Therapist or Psychologist. 

 
Reminder: School closure

1. Previously, the Department of Education has sanctioned half-day closures, 
to facilitate staff training in the Primary Language Curriculum. In addition, our 
school has been sanctioned a one day closure for pupils, which will be taken 
on Friday 27th of January, 2023.

2. Last day of term: School closes  for Christmas holidays 
at 11:50 am on Wednesday 21st of December (11:45am
for Junior and Senior Infants) School reopens on Thursday, 
5th January 2023, at 8:40am. 



Recent events

The build up to Christmas has been  fun and busy. The Junior and Senior 
Infants were busy practicing for the Nativity and carols, and the pupils from 1st 
to 6th class were very busy with carol practice in their classrooms, at home 
and in the hall and church.   

All classes enjoyed the cinema trip to the Lighthouse Cinema in town, to see a 
traditional Christmas movie.



St Vincent de Paul annual collection

We have a long tradition in St Pat’s of helping 
those who are struggling at this time of the year.
Sincere thanks to those who sent in donations to
the St Vincent de Paul annual Christmas collection.
We had many bags and boxes of food items and 
gifts under the Christmas tree. A representative]
from St Vincent de Paul called on tuesday, 20th 
December to collect the items for 
distribution. 

                               
Santa visit

Santa  found time in his very busy schedule to
visit the Junior School on Monday 19th December. 
Junior Infants, Senior Infants,1st class and pupils
from Ms. Lavery’s and Ms. Savage’s classes sang 
carols and asked some very interesting questions. 
Santa visited all the classes in the senior building
Also, and left selection boxes for everyone! Thanks
to the P.A who were instrumental in organising the
visit!
 



Localise 

The 6th class boys showed their support for others at Christmas time by 
helping to prepare 50 gift bags for midwives working in the Rotunda hospital 
over Christmas. This was part of a localise initiative, a voluntary community 
organisation which promotes giving something back to the community. Well 
done to the 6th class boys. 

Student Council/ An Chomhairle Scoile

The Student Council’s charity of choice for the Christmas
Jumper Day is Temple Street Children’s hospital. A
voluntary contribution of 2 euro can be paid via Aladdin.
All children were invited to wear Christmas jumpers on 
Monday 19th December.  While Monday is the official 
Christmas jumper day, Christmas jumpers can also be
worn on Tuesday and Wednesday. 

=



Christmas art 

Christmas art has featured throughout the school and in classes. Here is just a 
small selection:

   
   

 

 



Nativity and carol service

Well done to the Junior and Senior Infant classes on a fantastic Nativity and 
singing, and well done to 1st-6th class pupils on a wonderful carol service. 
Sincere thanks to all the teachers for helping to prepare the children; in 
particular a special thanks to Ms. Doyle for conducting and guiding us all, and 
to Fr Paul, for the use of the chapel. 



 
4th class in the Skylon 

Mr Boyle’s 4th class represented the school very well when they were invited by 
the local gardaí to sing at a Christmas event for the elderly,  in the Skylon hotel! 

Staffing

We want to say goodbye and thank you to Mr Holland, a substitute teacher who  
has worked with us in recent months.
We will welcome back Ms Baxter on the 5th of January.

Many thanks for your continued support.
Wishing everyone a safe and happy Christmas,
Kind regards,
Natasha Bassett
(Principal)


