
January 2022  

Dear Parent/Guardian, 

We have settled back after the 
Christmas break, and we thank 
everyone for their continued focus 
on the Public Health measures that 
help our school community remain 
as safe as possible. Please 
continue to refer to  the new 
isolation guides for children and 
adults which are dated the 18th of 
January.

https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/
coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/algori
thms/Isolation%20quick%20guide%
20under%2013s.pdf

https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/
coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/facts
heetsandresources/Isolation%20qui
ck%20guide%20Adults%20and%2
0children%20from%20their%2013t
h%20birthday.pdf
 
A summary of the main points 
follow:

Symptoms
Please do not send your child to 
school if they display any 
symptoms of Covid 19. If there is 
any doubt in your mind that they 
are a bit under the weather or 
overtired, please err on the side of 
caution. If your child has 
symptoms, they should immediately 
self isolate and undertake regular 
antigen tests. The first antigen test 
should be performed as soon as 
possible and two further antigen 
tests should be done at 24-hour 
intervals from the first one. A 
minimum of three antigen tests is 
recommended. A child with 
symptoms and one negative 
antigen result still needs to stay at 
home,and only return to school 48 
hours after their symptoms have 
resolved.

A positive antigen test result should 
be regarded  as confirmed 
COVID-19 and you should register 
it with the HSE.
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Masks

Current Public Health advice is 
that children from 3rd class should 
wear a mask in school (unless you 
contacted the school regarding 
exemption.) Although a medical 
grade mask (surgical mask) is 
preferable, a well-fitting cloth 
mask can be worn. Please ensure 
your child has a suitable supply of 
masks at the start of the week, 
and replenish it as necessary 
during the week. Pupils are very 
good with the correct use of mask; 
thank you for encouraging them in 
that regard. Note: children who 
had Covid  and are symptom-free 
on days 6 and 7 , can return to 
school on Day 8. However, they 
are requested to wear a mask on 
days 8, 9 and 10. 

 

Positive results
All confirmed cases should 
self-isolate for 7 full days from date 
of onset of symptoms, or if 
asymptomatic, from the date of a 
positive test result (either antigen 
test or PCR test)

Those who test positive can exit 
self-isolation after 7 full days, once 
symptoms have substantially or 
fully resolved for the final 2 days 
(48 hours) of the self-isolation 
period.On exiting self-isolation after 
7 full days, please follow the HSE 
advice. especially during day 8, day 
9 and day 10; i.e limit close contact 
with other people outside their 
household, especially in crowded, 
enclosed or poorly ventilated 
spaces; and  follow all public health 
protective measures, including 
mask wearing.



Please contact the school by email 
principal@saintpats.ie or 
secretary@saintpats.ie as soon as 
you can, as it allows us time to alert 
the pod/class promptly and contact 
Public Health where necessary. As 
per HSE/DES school guidelines, in 
the case of one child testing 
positive, the pod is identified for the 
purpose of antigen testing. If there 
is/are additional cases within the 
week, the class then becomes the 
pod for the purpose of antigen 
testing. Note: given the nature and 
movement of infant classes , the 
infant class is the "pod" in the first 
instance.

If your child develops symptoms 
during the school day, you will 
receive a call from the office. 
Please have a plan in place for 
someone to collect your child 
promptly if you are not in a position 
to do so. If your contact details 
change, please inform the office.

Other news

Safer Internet Day

Safer Internet Day takes place 
Tuesday 8th of February. Ms 
Savage and some pupils will be 
sharing some valuable tips with the 
pupils. It’s important for pupils to 
appreciate how much opportunity 
there is online, but it’s also 
important that they learn to respect 
the online world. Understanding 
that their online behaviours are all 
tracked in their digital footprint, will 
help to encourage moral behaviour 
online. 
There is  extensive information and 
guidance on online safety available 
at www.webwise.ie. The Parent 
Hub section is a great resource, 
with practical advice on topics  
such as screen-time, social media, 
image-sharing and popular apps 
such as Tiktok, Snapchat and 
Houseparty. During Safer Internet 
Day, please discuss Online Safety 
with  you child. Our local 
community garda will be speaking 
to the 6th classes about online 
safety. 



Our 6th class pupils recently had 
an online “Inet-Safety” Talk, which 
was followed by an online parent 
talk the same evening. There was a 
great response to both pupil and 
parents talk. The material 
presented to Parents is available 
for viewing at 
www.inetsafetytalk.com/parentinfo 
The password will be shared by the 
P.A.

Policies

The Board of Management’s 
annual review of the school’s Anti 
Bullying Policy was completed. 
The Board also recently reviewed 
the Code of Behaviour and the 
SPHE policy. The RSE 
(Relationship & Sexuality 
Education) Programme  policy is 
currently under Review. 

SPHE

Stay Safe: Stay Safe Programme 
is being taught this term to the 
pupils of Junior Infants, 1st 
class,3rd class and 5th class. Stay 
Safe is a personal safety skills 
programme. The overall aim of the 
programme is to reduce 
vulnerability to child abuse and 
bullying, by teaching the children 
skills and strategies for dealing with 
potentially unsafe, threatening or 
dangerous situations.  A Stay Safe 
Parent Guide with more information  
was recently sent to parents of 
those classes on Aladdin. 

Accord
Accord RSE talks for 5th and 6th 
class  will take place on Monday 
14th February for 6th class, 
and on Tuesday 15th February for 
5th class, under the guidance of the 
class teachers. 
A Zoom talk for parents of 5th and 
6th class pupils is scheduled for 7th 
February at 7pm. Details to follow.

http://www.inetsafetytalk.com/parentinfo


Catholic Schools Week
This week we celebrated Catholic 
Schools Week. The theme for 
Catholic Schools Week 2022 is 
‘Catholic Schools: Living Life to the 
Full’. We have been reflecting on 
our contribution to the common 
good of society, through daily 
reflections over the intercom, led by 
Mr. Skelly’s class. 

  

Fr Paul joined our online  assembly 
this week for a special prayer and 
blessing for Catholic Schools 
Week, and ahead of St Brigid’s 
Day.

The school , with Fr Paul, a parent 
representative and the Board of 
Management  continues to  engage 
in the school’s Ethos Evaluation. 

The Sunday Mass takes place in 
the DCU Chapel, Our Lady of seat 
of Wisdom, at 11:15 each Sunday, 
and on Zoom.

Sacraments
Confirmation date is Friday, 6th 
May. 
First Holy Communion date is 
Saturday, 14th May. 

We are continuing to help prepare 
the children for their special day. 
Further details on the safe 
celebration of the liturgical 
celebrations will be sent as we hear 
them. 



Enrolment 2022
The Parent Talk for new Junior 
Infants 2022 will take place in 
March. Details to follow. 

DLD class Enrolment
 
Applications for a place in a 
specialised class for pupils with
DLD (Developmental Language 
Disorder) for 2022/2023
school year will be accepted until 
1/3/2021. The applications 
for the DLD class are led by the 
child’s Speech and Language 
therapist or Psychologist 

Date for the diary
Please add  the extra Bank 
Holiday, 18th of March to the 
calendar!

  

Attendance Policy

The school is legally obligated to 
report to the National Education 
Welfare Board (NEWB) any child 
who misses more than 20 days in 
the school year.  Please remember 
to explain all absences via the 
Aladdin App and to also complete 
the Back to School Declaration 
Form following a period absence. 

Please note, we expect quite a few 
children to reach twenty days this 
year.  Many children will be marked 
absent due to illness or Covid-19 
restrictions.  Please do not worry if 
you receive messages in relation to 
pupil absences, once you are 
following the guidelines regarding  
keeping your child at home when 
they are ill or when they are 
associated with a suspected 
Covid-19 case, or are a close 
contact- and having the reasons 
reasons recorded on Aladdin. 



Modern Languages in Primary 
School
From February, our 6th classes are 
taking part in a  six week Modern 
Languages Pilot Programme, 
funded by the Department of
Education. The boys will learn 
French during this “language 
sampler module”, and it will be an 
exciting opportunity for the boys to 
expand their experience with 
languages and other cultures, and 
also give them confidence in 
engaging with a new language. See 
www.languagesconnect.ie for more 
information. 

GAA 
Donal from Na Fianna is back on 
Wednesdays and Fridays, and has 
started working with the boys from 
Junior Infants to 3rd class this term. 
We are very fortunate to have the 
use of DCU’s astro pitch. 

  

DCU 
The DCU P.E Department and 
some of their students will be 
working with the boys from Ms. 
Brennan’s and Ms. Devlin’s 4th 
clases, and Mr. Skelly’s 5th class 
over the coming weeks. 4th class 
will be taking part in Athletics , 
while 5th class will be taking part in 
games.

Wellbeing/ Active Week

Wellbeing / Active Week will take 
place  the week of 14th  of 
February. As a school we look 
forward to daily activities that will 
support being active, being inspired 
and being mindful. Thanks to Ms. 
Quinn and Ms. Brennan  who will 
be helping to remind everyone of 
the importance of healthy body and 
healthy mind and will be sharing 
some ideas for in-school and at 
home. 

http://www.languagesconnect.ie


Green school /home
Mr. Skelly is the Green School 
Co-ordinator and will be inviting 
pupils from 1st-6th class to put their 
names forward to join the the 
Green School Committee. There 
will be one representative from 
each class (two from 6th class ) 
Everyone, however, 
is reminded and 
encouraged to 
continue to carry 
on the good work 
of being a Green
School pupil i.e. by being an eco 
monitor, reminding us to switch off 
lights and devices when they are 
not being used.

Trees
Thank you to Sherry Fitzgerald for 
a donation to fund the purchase of 
10 native trees or saplings to be to 
be planted on the school grounds
as part of the Bugs, Trees and 
Native Trees programme. This is an 
all-island climate action 
organisation that aims to address 
issues of the 
environment, 
biodiversity and 
climate change 
through tree planting 
and environmental community 
initiatives. Mr. Skelly and a team of 
boys will oversee the planting of the 
trees this term. 

Basketball resources
Thanks also to St Vincent’s 
Basketball Club for the generous 
donation of a set of ten new 
outdoor/indoor basketballs for the 
school!

HEPA filters
The Board of Management 
approved the purchase of a number 
of HEPA filters in rooms that had 
been identified for their use. These 
have been ordered and a number 
are already in place in some of the 
rooms.

P.A fundraising: Thanks to the P.A 
for organising the Christmas Cards 
fundraiser- and thanks to the parent 
body for  supporting it and making it 
such a success. Our aim this year 
is to complete the funding for the 
Smart Boards which every class 
received at the start of the year. 
This was a very big investment for 
the school, along with an upgrade 
of school wifi, so all contributions to 
P.A fundraising this year is greatly 
appreciated. 



Stairs
Our new Stairs project is now 
completed, following the recent  
painting of the walls.
 



Student Council
Before Christmas, classes from 4th 
to 6th elected their new Student 
Council representatives. It was very 
encouraging to see so many boys 
with an interest in joining, and 
having the confidence to “throw their 
names in the hat.” Thanks to Mr. 
Moore, Ms. Devlin and Mr. Ryan for 
helping to co-ordinate the elections. 
The Student Council will meet with 
Ms. Bassett next week to discuss a 
variety of topics. 
The Student Council members are:
Darragh O’Toole, Malachi Stone, 
Niall Brennan, MJ Boylan
Ted Mc Cormack , Michael Foley, 
Eoin Larkin,  Robert Cleary, Darragh 
Lynch, Patrick McGlennon, Alex 
Tynan and Domhnall Hanafin.

Children’s Books Ireland is the 
national charity and arts 
organisation that champions every 
child’s right to develop a love of 
reading. Part of their work is 
managing the Laureate na nÓg 
initiative on behalf of the
Arts Council. The current
Laureate na nÓg, Áine Ní 
Ghlinn, is focussed on encouraging 
children to read as Gaeilge for 
pleasure. Our school has been 
gifted a box of 25 original Irish 
language books, which will be made 
available to senior classes.

STEAM: We are combining 
Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Maths (STEM) with the Arts, to 
have STEAM! Ms. Brennan is 
encouraging everyone to try some  
STEAM activities over the next few 
months. Some classes will be 
accepting her challenge, or boys 
may decide to try some at home. 
Her first challenge is to design and 
make a bird feeder! Photos can be 
uploaded on Twitter, or brought in 
to show us!  

Wishing everyone a pleasant and 
safe weekend,
Thank you for your continued 
support.

Regards,
Natasha Bassett
(Principal)


