
Parent Teacher Meetings
Many thanks for your participation in the recent Parent/Teacher conferences. We 
hope that the conference provided you with some valuable insight into your child’s 
progress in school. The meetings were a great reminder that not only have the 
children been working so hard, but they display wonderful values that contribute to 
the positive atmosphere in the school.
  

Covid 
Many thanks for your continued collective efforts in helping to keep the school 
community safe. As you are aware, there are increased levels of Covid 19 in schools. 
Messages on Aladdin have reiterated the need to double our collective efforts to 
reduce the risk of Covid 19 in school. Please remain vigilant to the symptoms and, 
while numbers are high, consider reducing your children's social contacts. 
  
If a child has any new onset symptoms, and feels unwell or off-form, they should not 
attend school and you should contact your GP
for advice. The Public Health message is clear with
regard to children presenting with symptoms to 
remain at home until they are symptom-free for 48
hours. As notified through Aladdin, a programme of 
free antigen tests for close contacts in school has 
started. If your child is a school close contact they can 
still attend school once asymptomatic and HSE antigen tests are offered. However,   
if your child is a household close contact, they do not return to school until after 14 
or 17 days (as advised) or after the second negative PCR test.

Please see recent correspondence on Aladdin regarding face coverings for pupils 
from 3rd-6th class. 

  



     
Enrolment
Places for Junior Infants, September 2022, have been offered. Applications can still be 
made and will be added to the waiting list.

Applications for a place in a specialised class for pupils with DLD (Developmental 
Language Disorder) for the 2022 school year will be accepted from 3/1/2022 – 
1/3/2022. The applications for the DLD class are led by the child’s Speech and 
Language Therapist or Psychologist.

Prayer for the School from Fr Paul
Greetings to all in St Patrick’s School. Advent has started and I am sure you are all 
starting to think about and prepare for Christmas. This year we are all asked to take 
care of one another. One of the important messages of the season of Advent is the 
spirit of generosity. The nicest gift you can give is your time and goodness. I know from 
visiting the school and celebrating the sacraments with you that you are a gifted 
community. My prayer for you this Advent season is that you continue to know that 
you are blessed by God to bring good to the world. 

Father Paul would also like to remind you that the St Pat’s Family Mass takes place 
every Sunday in the College Chapel at 11:15, following Government guidelines. It is 
also available on Zoom.

November is a special month for remembering those who have died. We think of all 
our loved ones we have lost. They foyer has been decorated with our thoughts.

                               



Sacraments
Confessions for 3rd class took place at the start of November. The boys prepared well 
for this special occasion.  
While the dates haven’t been confirmed yet with Fr Paul and Fr Martin, the 

preparation for the sacraments continues.       

Fr Paul held a private prayer service for our Confirmation pupils. This was a special 
remembrance prayer service for November.

Science
We were delighted to receive a painted mural from
the ESB Science Blast and artist Holly Pereira. 
It features the project work of Ms Savage’s class, 
showing what happens when we mix an acid and a 
base. 

Science Week and Maths Week
We celebrated Science Week and Maths Week in October and November with classes 
getting involved in various activities, quizzes, experiments and puzzles, and looking at 
Maths and Science in our local environment.

Storytelling
Some students from Marino Institute of Education visited some of our 3rd/4th classes 
as part of a storytelling workshop. The boys have enjoyed listening to the short stories 
over the past few weeks.

    

l



    
Music and PE 
2nd and 5th classes have been working with the Music and 
PE departments in DCU. Those working with the PE department
focused on athletics; the classes working with the Music 
Department have been working on listening and responding
to music. 

Tag Rugby 
5th and 6th classes have started Tag Rugby with Juliet Short from Leinster Rugby. 
Juliet worked with us a few years ago and it is great to see her back again. 

Heritage Ireland

Our 3rd and 4th classes were lucky to have a visit from Sarah Meyers, heritage expert, 

who offered workshops on legends of Ireland and the Middle Ages. This was funded 

by Heritage Ireland.

World Diabetes Day
Ms Duffy’s boys ‘went blue’ earlier this month to mark World Diabetes Day.
World Diabetes Day was celebrated on Sunday, November 14th 2021 and the boys 
marked it on Friday, November 12th by wearing blue.



    

New Stairs
Our new bannisters were due to be installed by the end of November, however, there 
is a delay. 
Here is a picture of the new floor and signage which gives the boys a great 
opportunity to practise their ‘briathra as Gaeilge’.

New Bike Area for 1st class
Tony, our afternoon caretaker, helped set
up a special area for 1st class bikes and 
scooters in the Junior Yard. The 1st 
class boys who need some help with their locks 
can now use this area.
 



     
Policy Update
The RSE (Relationships and Sexuality Education) Policy will soon be updated in 
consultation with staff, pupils, PA and the BoM. It will then be available on the school 
website. 

Clubs and Camps
No decision on the return of camps will be made until later in Term Two. You will all 
appreciate the uncertainty about the projection of the virus and the need to maintain 
all mitigation measures that are currently in place. 

Christmas
Advent has started and over the next few weeks we 
will be preparing for Christmas.

Unfortunately we cannot hold our usual St Vincent De Paul collection this year but we 
encourage families to take part in the virtual food and gift appeal which is on the SVP 
website. 

Like last year, we will have a Christmas Jumper Day as a charity fundraiser. 
Student Council pupils will confirm the date and the charity soon!

Once again, the whole school will be attending the Helix Panto virtually this year,  
courtesy of our Parents’ Association. Our thanks to the P.A for this. 
The panto is Little Red Riding Hood. More details will be given closer to the time. 

Christmas cards have been ordered and will raise much needed funds for our school. 
Thank you for your support in this venture. If anyone has any queries in relation to the 
Christmas cards, please contact your PA class representative via Whatsapp.

We know Santa is already very busy this year but we have written a letter to the North 
Pole asking him to visit the Junior Building, even from a distance, to give a quick wave.



Student Council 
Elections will be taking place very soon to elect new members. A big thanks to our 
outgoing members who have represented student views so well; and we look forward 
to welcoming to our new members. Thanks to all the pupils who show an interest and 
put themselves forward as candidates. It is great to see such enthusiasm to help 
represent the pupils’ opinions. Thanks to Mr Moore, Ms Devlin and Mr Ryan for 
helping with the elections.
                       

Meeting Minster Foley
6th class representatives and Ms Quinn met Minister Norma Foley to discuss our 
Friendship/Anti-Bullying Week and she was very impressed with what they had to say!

 

   

 

   

   

 

 



Green School 
We are hoping to re-establish a smaller Green School 
Committee this year to help encourage everyone to
carry out the good work of being a Green School. 
Mr Skelly will be in touch with the pupils about Green
School business in the New Year.
Well done to all the eco-monitors who remind us to switch off lights and devices 
when they are not being used. 

Smartboards/Internet Upgrade
All classes are getting great use out of our new 
Smartboards. Thanks to those who have contributed 
to the Smartboard Project through the Voluntary 
Subscriptions. 

With so many devices now in use at the same time, 
the school needed a substantial Wi-fi upgrade,
 which took place over the Halloween 
break. Money raised through PA fundraising this year
will continue to help fund our IT infrastructure needs.
Many thanks for all your support!

Parents’ Association
Thanks, as always, to our wonderful Parents’ Association for all their hard work over 
the past few months.
The PA are busy working on the delivery of pupils’ Christmas cards. 
As mentioned, the P.A funding will pay for this year’s Christmas panto,  and 
contribute to our Smart Board project and wifi upgrade. 
 
Many thanks for your continued support.
Kind regards,
Natasha Bassett
(Principal)


