We have settled back to school very well, and our new Junior Infants have adapted
exceptionally well to their 1:30 finish time, and our 1st classes to their later finish time.
It’s great to see everyone learning and playing so happily with their friends.
A reminder that the upstairs classes in the Senior Building and the Junior Infants in the Junior
Building should arrive between 8:50-9:00. Downstairs classes in the Senior Building and
Senior Infants in the Junior Building arrive 8:40-8:50. At hometime, please make arrangements
to meet and greet away from the school gates.
Thank you to everyone for continued support with our Covid Response Plan; by wearing
masks and maintaining physical distance on/near the school grounds. Thank you for the
cautious response you are taking in not sending your children to school if they are presenting
with symptoms of Covid, and for contacting your GP if there is any uncertainty about
symptoms. Thank you, also, for your prompt response in collecting children who have been
unwell during the school day. This is a community approach and it is important that we all
remain vigilant.

Morning Check
Where pupils are
unwell; displaying
symptoms of hayfever, a cold, cough or flu-like symptoms,
or have been in close contact with a
suspected case of COVID, it is essential
that they remain at home and that you
contact the GP.
Further information on COVID-19
symptoms in children is available at:
covid symptoms
The current isolation quick guide is here:
isolation quick guide

If a family member with symptoms is
awaiting a Covid test or results pupils
should self-isolate and should not be in
school.
A child with no signs of COVID-19 who
has been told they are a close contact of
someone with COVID-19 (this close
contact occurred outside the home
setting) does not need to restrict
movements if asymptomatic.
A child with no signs of COVID-19 who
has been told they are a close contact of
someone with COVID-19 (this close
contact occurred in the home setting)
needs to restrict movement and follow
HSE advice.
changes to contact tracing

Some general reminders
Visitors
All visitors, including parents, must make a
pre-arranged appointment to enter the
school building for essential purposes.
When entering the building by appointment,
all visitors must wear a face covering and
sanitise their hands at reception. Visitors
will be asked to complete a visitor log that
complies with Department of Education
contact tracing.
Early Collection
There is a facility on Aladdin (under
Attendance) to notify the teacher in
advance if you need to collect your child
early for an appointment or due to illness.
You can also email secretary@saintpats.ie.
When you arrive at the front door, please
knock, or ring the school number,
018372714, and we will get your son to
come to meet you. A staff member will sign
the sign-out book on your behalf.

Communications
Payments and Permissions can also be
completed via Aladdin. Teachers will use
Seesaw (Infants-2nd class) and Google
Classroom (3rd-6th class) to communicate
homework. Other general communication with
the teacher or school should be emailed to
(ms.X@saintpats.ie or mr.X@saintpats.ie or
secretary@saintpats.ie).
Our twitter account is @saintpatsbns.
Our website is www.saintpats.ie.
Contact details
It is vital that we have up-to-date contact details
on our emergency contact forms. If there has
been a change of phone number or address for
parents/guardians, or emergency contact
people, please inform the school. Similarly, if
any new medical conditions have arisen please
notify us as soon as possible.
Child Safeguarding
The Designated Liaison Person (DLP) is Ms.
Natasha Bassett and the Deputy Designated
Liaison Person (DDLP) is Mr. Alan Duffy. All
teachers are mandated, in accordance with the
Children’s First Act.

Late arrivals
If your child is late, they must enter the
school through the main door at the
office.There is a facility on Aladdin to enter
a late arrival in advance.

Absences
Reasons for absence need to be recorded
on Aladdin. This can be done from 10:30am
on the morning of absence. It is imperative
that the reason for absence is recorded for
school records. Please contact
secretary@saintpats.ie with any important
additional documentation relating to
absences.

Pets
Pets are welcome to wait outside near the
school gate but should not be on the yards.
Toys
Unfortunately, toys from home cannot come to
school this year.
Road Safety
Please remember that outside the school is a
“School Zone”. Cars should park away from the
School Zone. Please be mindful of pupils’
safety as they walk and cycle to and from
school.

Uniforms
The school PE tracksuit should be worn on
PE days. Full school uniform is to be worn
on other days. Dark shoes should be worn
with uniform. Navy or grey shorts may be
worn in warm weather - when we are lucky
to have it! Please label jumpers and coats
clearly.
Homework
Our homework policy was updated and is
available on the school website. Junior
Infants- 2nd class will be using Seesaw to
complete homework. 3rd-6th classes will
use Google Classroom.
Books that are “home books” should stay at
home. Homework can be uploaded on the
relevant platform and pupils will have
opportunities to develop the skills of the
relevant platform.

Bikes
Thanks to Dublin City Council for providing
yet another bike rack over the summer.
Please ensure your son is wearing a helmet
when cycling or scooting to school. This is
emphasised in school and we would
appreciate it if you continue to reiterate this
very important message at home.
Bikes and scooters should be locked.
Pupils are asked not to mount bikes and
scooters when on Millbourne Avenue, as
the path and road are very narrow.

News items
Enrolment
Enrolment for Sept. 2022 will open on
the 4th of October. It is imperative that all
applications, including those for siblings,
are made within the enrolment timeframe
(Monday 4th October- Friday 5th
November).
If an application for a sibling is not made
within this timeframe they will be
categorised as a late application, as per
the Admissions Policy.
Any previous correspondence or
“expressions of interest” cannot be
processed.
The admissions notice, policy and the
application form are available on the
website, or through the office.

Secondary schools admissions
An information note about secondary
schools was shared with 6th classes.
Applications for secondary school can be
made the year before entry. This year
there will not be the usual “open nights”
so please check in with schools.

DLD DAY
As always, we will be highlighting and
supporting DLD (Developmental
Language Disorder) Day on 15th
October.

Building Work
The new classroom was completed over the
summer and 5th class has settled in well.
We are just awaiting our signage to be
reinstated on the wall.
The new universal access bathroom was
also completed, along with modifications to
our ramps.

Our new lift was installed and is now in
operation for those with the “lift pass”.

New Smartboards
A huge thank you for supporting the
Sponsored Walk fundraiser last year
which contributed to our smartboard
project. PA fundraising and Sponsored
Walk this year will again contribute to the
costs of the Smartboards - fantastic
technology which we are fortunate to
have in every classroom!

Getting Outdoors
We were sad to hear the news that Mark
has left his role as Games Promotion
Officer with Na Fianna. Some boys made
cards which we have passed on. We are
delighted that our new coach, Donal, has
started coaching our 4th, 5th and 6th
classes on the DCU 3G pitch.

Some of our classes from senior infants2nd class have an opportunity to go
“forest foraging” with the DCU students
from the Geography Department this
week and next week. They will do this is
Driseog Woods, near the DCU library on
the campus.
Sacraments
Congratulations to last year’s 2nd
classes and 6th classes who recently
celebrated Communion and
Confirmation. The live-streaming made it
possible for many family members and
friends to share the special day. Thanks
to the teachers, PA and Fr Paul for all
their support and hard work to make it a
special and memorable day for the
pupils.

Some of our Junior classes have been
practising their climbing skills on the Junior
School climbing frame.

Dates for the Diary
The Department of Education has
sanctioned a half day closure this term to
facilitate staff training in the Primary
Language Curriculum. This half day
closure will take place on Friday, 5th of
November.
Parent Teacher Meetings are scheduled
for Wednesday 24th and Thursday
25th of November. Further details will
follow.

Anti-Bullying/Friendship Week
Friendship/Anti-bullying Week took place
this week to highlight the value of
friendships, the importance of being a good
friend and also how to Notice, Respond and
Report bullying behaviour.
Classes engaged in various activities,
stories, songs and art-work.

Last year, some classes took part in DCU’s
Fuse Anti- Bullying programme, and we are
delighted that our 6th classes will be taking
part again this year.

Ireland’s Future is MINE
Our 4th and 5th classes will be taking part
in “Ireland’s Future is MIne”.
RTÉjr and Microsoft Ireland have joined
forces to launch this competition,
challenging primary school students across
Ireland to use Minecraft: Education Edition
to help shape Ireland's digital future.
We are looking forward to our 4th and 5th
classes taking part!

Parents’ Association
The AGM took place on Tuesday 21st
September and there was a great turn out.
Sadly there will be no Halloween Fair
again this year, but the PA are busy
making plans for other events.
Annual voluntary subs will be collected
from next week. This will go towards our
four year Smartboard project. Every
donation is greatly appreciated.
Charity Pilgrim Walk
Mr. Moraghan’s class and Mr. Skelly’s
class took part in class walks in support of
the Coughlan family’s Pilgrim Walk
Campaign, which is raising substantial
funds for Temple Street Children’s
Hospital, Crumlin Children’s Hospital and
the Gavin Glynn Foundation.
Well done, boys!
Green school
We continue to carry out the good work of
being a Green School by reminding
ourselves to switch off lights and devices
when they are not being used. We are
delighted to see many pupils walking,
cycling and scooting to school.
All food waste generated from lunches
goes home in the lunchboxes to be
recycled and composted.
A message from Fr Paul
Fr Paul attended our first online assembly.
He extends a special blessing on all the
school community for a happy and safe
school year.

Many thanks for your continued support.
Kind regards,
Natasha Bassett
(Principal)

