
Return to School: February/ March 2021 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 

We have really enjoyed being back at school and are so grateful to now 
have all of our pupils back. Well done to all the pupils, parents and staff 
who engaged so well with online learning during the period of school 
closure, and we now look forward to settling back to school.  

Thank you for your continued support in keeping our school community 

safe and open. Please remember:

➢ No-one with Covid 19 symptoms should attend school: 

temperature, cough, change in sense of smell/taste

➢ No-one with flu-like symptoms should attend school. If you 

are “off form”, please stay at home.

➢ If your G.P. does not suspect covid-19, your child must be 

48 hours symptom free before attending school.

➢ Pupils may wear a mask if they can do so correctly.

➢ Parents, guardians and visitors are asked to wear a face 

covering/mask when on school grounds and at the school 

gate. By wearing a mask you are helping reduce the risk of 

transmission of Covid 19 in our school community.

➢ Please adhere to level 5 restrictions. 
➢ A parent declaration form needs to be completed on 

Aladdin after each absence.

➢ There can be no congregating at the school gate. 



March is a busy month in school, 
and this year is no different. 
Please read ahead for some 
updates.

Lent: The Chaplaincy of DCU has 
been holding a weekly Lenten 
prayer service at 8:30pm on 
Zoom. Please contact the office if 
you require the Zoom code.
The Lenten Trocaire campaign this 
year focuses on life in South 
Sudan. We can make a direct 
contribution through donations to 
Trocaire. Please see their website 
to order a Trocaire box or for ways 
to donate.Trocaire boxes are also 
available from the post office or 
your local church. 

Fr. Paul hosted  a special reflection 
and school blessing  on Monday 
15th of March . Classes joined via 
Google Meets to celebrate the full 
return to school, and the feast of 
St Patrick, our Patron saint. 

We celebrated World Book Day 
last week. Junior and Senior 
Infants enjoyed storytime with 
Mr. Duffy while 1st and 2nd 
class  and DLD classes joined 
Ms. Bassett’s Readings on 
Google Meet.  Our senior 
classes that were remote 
received a link to a selection of 
readings by Mr. Duffy, and he 
shared the important message 
that reading is not just to be 
celebrated on World Book Day, 
but every day !

Our 4th classes have upcoming 
workshops with “Fighting 
Words”. This year we can’t go 
in person, but are looking 
forward to an online workshop 
instead!



Our classes will be dressing in 
green on Tuesday 16th, and we 
look forward to a mórshiuil for 
the younger classes,  ceol agus 
rince ag am sos and whole 
school cluiche biongó online, (le 
rudaí deasa le nithe do na 
buaiteoirí). This year, more than 
ever before, there are many 
resources available online. 
https://www.cula4.com/en/ 

Scéal an Lae ar YouTube e.g. 
https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=BLPaPzYGnr0 

The SpongeBob Movie: Sponge 
on The Run (‘Spongebob an 
Scannán: Rith, Spúinse, Rith’) is 
available to watch on Netflix 'as 
Gaeilge'. Subtitles are available. 

President Michael D Higgins 
encourages everyone to use 
their Gaeilge. 

https://twitter.com/i/status/13
65998401146470401

o

To mark Engineering Week, many 
of our classes enjoyed online  talks 
to learn interesting facts about 
telescopes . 

This week is Seachtain na Gaeilge 
and we are making an extra  
special effort to speak more Irish 
at school, at home and within the 
community for its duration. Is í seo 
Seachtain na Gaeilge. Déanaimid 
iarracht níos mó Gaeilge a labhairt 
ar scoil, sa bhaile agus sa 
timpeallacht le linn na seachtaine.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cula4.com/en/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1615820830346000&usg=AOvVaw0qXXIoLbOGgVIAWzpNAEKb
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DBLPaPzYGnr0&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1615820830347000&usg=AOvVaw0QaEiSNcbsRE4vL54iaddk
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DBLPaPzYGnr0&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1615820830347000&usg=AOvVaw0QaEiSNcbsRE4vL54iaddk
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://twitter.com/i/status/1365998401146470401&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1615820830347000&usg=AOvVaw1Wt4CzlxUvGH6kPSjHeX0Y
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://twitter.com/i/status/1365998401146470401&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1615820830347000&usg=AOvVaw1Wt4CzlxUvGH6kPSjHeX0Y


Bikes: We are thankful to Dublin 
City Council for approving new 
bicycle and scooter parking for 
the school, which will be 
delivered in the final term. Cycling 
and scooting are actively 
encouraged but please  ensure 
bikes/scooters  are locked! 
Also please emphasise to your 
child that road safety is 
paramount and to wear a helmet.  

Building work: The additional 
classroom is progressing well. 

We have received approval to 
progress to the next stage of 
the planned lift in the Senior 
building. It is hoped to have 
this completed during the 
Summer. 

Warm water has been 
installed in the Junior building  
This will extend to the  Senior 
building once necessary 
related work is complete. 

The glass canopy of the 
courtyard in the senior school  
was in need of repair and has 
now been replaced. 



Last week, we were visited by 
the inspectorate for a 
“Supporting the Safe Provision 
of Schooling” (SSPS) Inspection.  
This inspection looks at how 
schools are implementing the 
Department’s COVID – 19 
Response Plan. We received very 
positive feedback and look 
forward to receiving the report 
in due course, when it will be 
made available  to view. 
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Enrolment 2021
The parent talk for the  new 
incoming Junior Infants takes 
place this month via Zoom. 
Thanks in advance to some 
senior pupils  from the Student 
Council who have volunteered to 
speak at the meeting. 

         

P.A Thanks to the P.A for 
organising the Family Quiz, to 
be held online on Sunday 28th 
March at 3pm. 
Details were sent on Aladdin. 
last week. You can register your 
family@: 
stpatsfamilyquiz@gmail.com

Sacraments: 
Archbishop Dermot Farrell has 
written to schools to 
acknowledge  the disruption 
and uncertainty of   the timing 
of the celebration of the 
sacraments again his year. We 
will focus on supporting the 
children so that they are 
prepared to celebrate the 
sacraments when possible, and 
in whatever format is possible, 
once liturgical celebrations can 
be safely resumed. 



3G pitch:
Some of our classes will be 
fortunate to have the use of 
DCU’s St Pats 3G pitch for P.E this 
term. We are extremely thankful 
to DCU for this opportunity. 

Homework: 
There will be  reduced homework  
between now and Easter break, 
as the whole school community 
settles back and reconnects. 

Laptops and devices:
Families that borrowed a 
school device for remote 
learning are asked to contact 
ms.baxter@saintpats.ie to 
arrange for the return of the 
device. 

Reminder: School is closed 
due to Public Holiday this 
Wednesday. We wish 
everyone a pleasant and safe 
St Patrick’s Day. Lá Fhéile 
Pádraig sona dhaoibh!

Thank you for your continued 
support.
Please stay safe.
Regards,
Natasha Bassett
(Principal)

mailto:ms.baxter@saintpats.ie

