
November/December 

Many thanks for your participation  in the recent  Parent Teacher
Calls. We received a great sense of support and it 
was a great opportunity to discuss children’s progress. It was
a great reminder that not only have  children been working so 
hard, they have adapted to many recent changes, including 
pods and bubbles,  staggered break times, and restricted activities ; and 
have shown great resilience over the past few months.

Over the next two  weeks, we will be preparing for Christmas, not in our 
usual way, but in a special way nonetheless. 
SVP: We cannot hold our usual St Vincent De Paul collection 
this year but we encourage families to take part in the
virtual food and gift appeal which is on the SVP website. 
On Friday 18th December, we will have a Christmas Jumper Day, as a 
charity fundraiser. Student Council pupils will confirm the charity soon!

Panto: Our whole school will be attending the Helix Panto this year,  
courtesy of our Parents’ Association and the internet!
Our thanks to the P.A for this. The  Panto will  
be “The Sword in the Stone.” More details closer to         
the time.

Calendars: Christmas calendars are now available to order.(Please see 
the link sent on Aladdin.) Many thanks to the P.A and Ms. Baxter for 
working hard on this. 



School Zone: We are delighted to be 
part of Dublin City Council’s School 
Zone Initiative,which will help  highlight 
the presence of the two school buildings, 
and encourage traffic to slow down as
they pass the school and not to stop 
outside the gates where pupils are walking
or cycling. 

                         Thanks to the School Library Home Languages Funding               
                         Scheme, who approved a 500 euro grant for the school.This
                         is a great opportunity  to receive books in different 
                         languages, and we look forward to  adding them to our
                         school library. 

RTE News2day visited the school to record the 5th  classes as they 
worked on their “Bloody Sunday” projects. The recording is available to 
view on our twitter page @sainbtpatsbns .

                               We were also delighted to receive a presentation from
                               the GAA, to commemorate a past pupil of 
                               our school, who died at Croke Park on that 
                               fateful day. This lovely  tribute will ensure 
                               that the memory of John William Scott will
                               be  immortalised in St Pat’s BNS!

Leaf Mulch cages:
Thanks to Dublin City Council,  and Glasnevin
 Avenue and District Residents’ Association for 
our Leaf Mulch Cages, which are nearly full 
already!



                                                   Building Works: The construction of the new
                                             classroom has started. Access to the senior yard                      
                                             has changed for some classes, but we are now 
                                             familiar with the new routine. Mr. Skelly’s class 
                                             has settled into their their temporary new room                     
                                            (the library.) 
                                          
Enrolment: Places for Junior Infants  September 2021 have been offered. 
Applications can still be made and will be added to the  waiting list .

Applications for a place in a specialised class for pupils with DLD 
(Developmental Language Disorder) for 2021/2022 school year will be 
accepted from 4/1/2021 – 1/3/2021. The applications for the DLD class 
are led by the child’s Speech and Language Therapist or Psychologist.

School Bingo: We have had  Virtual Bingo using Google Meet .
 Ms. Leahy’s and Ms. Gallagher’s classes have won  “full house ” 
 Well done to Mr. Ryan’s class  and Ms. Mullally’s class on
 winning the “full line.” It’s  great to see classes on
 “Google Meet.”

Cards: As we prepare for Christmas, some  pupils will be making 
homemade Christmas cards & letters for the elderly in our community. 
Garda Martin is hoping to spread some Christmas cheer by delivering the 
cards in a few weeks time. We have also been making cards for our 
caretaker Noel, who has been on sick leave, and we are wishing him a 
speedy recovery. 



                                            While our Green School Committee cannot 
                                      hold meetings  this year, we are still
                                      carrying out the good work of being a 
                                      Green School by  reminding ourselves to 
                                      switch off lights and devices when they are not 
being used. Well done to all the Eco-monitors who keep an eye on this. It 
is also great to see so many walking, scooting and cycling. 

Covid: Many thanks for continuing to follow Public Health advice in  
keeping unwell children at home, and seeking G.P advice. Thank you for 
continuing to encourage good hand and respiratory hygiene and for 
wearing face coverings at the school. The updated isolation guide was 
shared on Aladdin earlier this week.
Public Health has produced a brief (1.5 minute) video message for 
parents. “Parent’s Guide: if your child is a close contact of COVID-19 in 
school”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x2Vur9Dx4dk

Fire Drills: 
Both buildings recently had successful Fire Drills. 
Thanks to Mr. Carey, our Fire Officer, for coordinating!

Medicines: A reminder that we require up to date information on 
emergency medicines (eg epipens and inhalers) so if you have not yet 
returned an up to date form, which was sent via Aladdin, please do so as 
soon as possible. 

                       Private Prayer Services: Fr. Paul facilitated private prayer    
                       services in the chapel  for four of our  bubbles- our two 
                       Communion, and two Confirmation classes 

 

A prayer and blessing from Fr. Paul.

  

Ms.  Bassett  

   

 

   

 

   

   

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x2Vur9Dx4dk


Prayer for St Patrick’s BNS from Fr Paul:

Greetings to all in St. Patrick’s school. I am sure you are all thinking 
about and preparing for Christmas. This year we are all asked to take 
care of one another. One of the important messages of the season of 
Advent, is the spirit of generosity.  The nicest gift you can give is your 
time and goodness. I know from visiting school and celebrating the 
sacraments with you that you are a gifted community.  My prayer for 
you this Advent season is that you continue know that you are blessed 
by God to  bring good to the world. 

*******************************************

Finally,  we send best wishes to Ms. Collins for her maternity leave, as 
she finishes with us today. 
We look forward to the festive preparations in the coming weeks. 
Many thanks for your continued support.

Natasha Bassett
(Principal)


