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It has been a busy two months in St Pat’s , and not the end to half-term that we were 
anticipating. Once again we regret the late notice of the school closure today and the 
difficulties this caused to families, and indeed the disappointment of pupils, but the safety of 
our pupils and staff is paramount. We have sourced a new supplier and preparations are 
underway to remove the previous supplies. Many thanks for your understanding and 
messages of support today. Pupils can be assured that they will have their dress-up day on the 
Monday we return.

Over the past two months it has been lovely to see so many happy faces, as well as hear the 
hustle and bustle of a busy school. Thank-you for your support and collaboration over the past 
two months as we responded to the new challenges of keeping our school safe in these 
strange times. I also wish to thank the  staff for their dedication to maintaining a safe and 
happy learning environment for our pupils. 

Covid: When we return after the break, please continue to be careful in relation to not  
sending sick children to school, and in seeking GP advice. If a family member is awaiting a 
Covid test or results, pupils should be self-isolating and under no circumstances should they 
be in school. 

Please adhere to the level 5 guidelines over the mid-term break to help minimise interruption 
to the return to school after the break. This is a community approach and it is important that we 
all continue to play our part. In the event of any pupils needing Covid testing over the mid-term 
break, we would appreciate if you inform us of results. While HSE Public Health are to contact 
schools, it is essential that we have information quickly, as a positive result may impact other 
children or members of staff. Please email secretary@saintpats.ie or principal@saintpats.ie

Please read ahead for some recent St Pat’s news….

mailto:secretary@saintpats.ie


Outdoor Learning: Senior Infants, 1st classes and the DLD classes  enjoyed  some outdoor 
learning in Driseog Woods near Belvedere House on the DCU campus  this week. This was a 
great opportunity to explore our local, natural environment. Thanks to DCU for facilitating this. 

Grounds Tidy-Up: Parents also have been enjoying the outdoors!! Many thanks to the volunteers who 
helped do a clean-up of the grounds last weekend . With staggered times, and various assigned areas, it 
was a great team effort !

Leaf Mulch cages:
Thanks to Dublin City Council,  and Glasnevin Avenue and District Residents’ Association , 
who are helping us source leaf mulch cages and leaf grabbers. With these cages we will have 
leaf mulch after one year, or compost after two years. 
We are delighted to be part of a project to divert as many leaves as possible from landfill.



Anti-Bullying Pilot Programme:
3rd and 4th class teachers are undertaking online training for DCU’s 
new FUSE programme. FUSE is a new anti-bullying and online safety 
programme developed by the Anti-Bullying Research and Resource 
Centre in DCU and we hope to be able to deliver the programme 
following training. More details will follow…. 

                                  Building Works: We continue to be in contact with our architect and the 
                                  Department of Education regarding our additional classroom and 
                                  related works. 

Enrolment: Closing date for applications for Junior Infants 2021 is the 2nd of November 2020. 
An application received after this date must be treated as a late application, as per the new 
admissions policy. This includes siblings. Please ensure sibling applications are made 
before this date.

Online homework:
It is great to see the pupils using Seesaw or Google Classroom to return homework and 
projects this year. This is a new and positive learning experience for all of us. 

Halloween:
We are all looking forward to seeing Halloween costumes   
when we return

We saw some fantastic Halloween Art on  our Twitter page. 
Novelty prizes will issue later.

Our community Garda, Martin Lynch,  had a virtual meeting with 5th classes this week, to 
discuss the dangers of Halloween. While Halloween is a time of fun, it’s important for older 
classes to also be aware of possible dangers .

 

Hallooween Dress Up



P.A: Unfortunately our traditional Halloween Fair could not take place last weekend. It is such 
an anticipated community event, and the main fundraiser for the school. While we are 
disappointed that it couldn’t happen this year,  we are looking forward to some other 
fundraising ideas.The P.A is currently planning  the voluntary subs collection and a Christmas 
Calendar.

Thanks to the p.A on behalf of the staff for ordering voice amplifiers!

Details of the  P.A annual AGM (online) will follow in November.

DLD Day: Last week we celebrated DLD Day (Developmental Language Delay). It was great 
to see pupils wearing yellow and purple , and thanks to some of our pupils for making a short 
video to explain what DLD is, which can be viewed on our website.  A big St Pat’s welcome to 
Maria Price, our new speech and language therapist working with our DLD classes!

Inspectorate: We are very pleased with the inspector’s report, following an evaluation of  the 
provision for special educational needs in St Pat’s . This evaluation by inspectors took place 
last January and  has recently been published on their website. (see link below)
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A prayer and blessing from Fr. Paul.

For all the pupils of St. Patrick’s Boys National School, for your Parents, Teachers, Family and 
extended Families I wish you every blessing for the half term.Every day I pray the simple  
prayer of my Guardian Angel for all your intentions, it goes:

“Angel of God my Guardian Dear 
To whom God’s love commits me here.
Ever this day be at my side 
to light and guard to rule and guide.
Amen.”

I hope knowing you are in my prayer every day, gives you a sense of God’s protection and 
Blessing.
Fr. Paul.

 Have a lovely , safe and happy mid-term,   

Ms.  Bassett  

   

 

   

 

   

   

 

 

https://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Inspection-Reports-Publications/Evaluations-of-Provision-for-Pupils-with-Special-Educational-Needs-in-Primary-Schools/11525A_SEN_15077_20200219.pdf

