
St Patrick’s BNS- Return to School 
27th August 2020

We have been working hard  to 

ensure a safe return to school 

for all pupils and staff on 

Thursday, 27th August.This is a 

challenging time for everyone as 

we settle into new routines. The 

health and well-being of pupils, 

staff and the school community 

is our priority as we settle back 

to school life.  

Morning Check 

-Do you have 

a temperature? 

-Do you feel 
unwell/have a cough/ shortness 
of breath/fever/ chills/ sudden 
loss of smell or taste? 
Where pupils are unwell, 
displaying symptoms of a cold, 
cough or flu like symptoms, or 
have been in close contact with a 
suspected case of COVID, it is 
essential that they remain at 
home and that you contact the 
G.P. 
Further information on COVID-19 
symptoms in children is available 
at:
https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/
coronavirus/if-your-child-has-sym
ptoms.html
Children who have travelled from 
countries not on the
Green List should not attend 
school during the 14-day 
self-isolation period.

A  Class Bubble  is a class grouping which stays apart from 
other classes as much as possible.  Pupils will remain with 
their own class bubble throughout the day. There will be 
as little contact as possible between children in different 
bubbles. Class bubbles will have their own play area at 
yard-time. Break-time and yard-time will be staggered 
three times to facilitate this, and to maximise the 
play-space for  each bubble. A yard rota will be based on 
class bubbles and the teachers/special education teachers 
who are working with those bubbles. 

 

An additional measure is pods. Children will be organised 

into pods within their bubble. A pod is a discrete group of 

children who will sit together in their pod while in the 

bubble (classroom). 

The objective is to limit contact and sharing of common 

facilities between people in different Class Bubbles (and 

Pods within those Class Bubbles) as much as possible, 

rather than to avoid all contact between Pods, as the 

latter will not always be possible. Classrooms have been 

reconfigured to  maximise physical distancing. Senior 

School class pods are arranged to facilitate social 

distancing as required. Pods arranged by teachers will 

remain until a review takes place in line with  guidelines. 

Due to the large number of pupils 

and the needs of each individual 

class, it is impossible to arrange pods by 

friends, neighbours, creche users, 

childminders  etc. 

https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/if-your-child-has-symptoms.html
https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/if-your-child-has-symptoms.html
https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/if-your-child-has-symptoms.html


Practical preparation 
We ask that all children 1st-6th class 
have their necessary resources, as 
noted on the requisite list in June. 
Sharing these will no longer be 
possible. (pencils, pens, ruler, parer, 
rubber, colouring pencils/ twistables, 
pritt stick, calculator for senior 
classes.) If your child has a scissors 
and paintbrush at home, he can also 
keep this in his pencil-case, although 
this was not on the requisite list and 
can be provided by school.

These resources will stay in school , 
in your child’s school pencil-case to 
reduce the number of items between 
home and school. He should also 
have a home pencil case. We request 
that children have a personal hygiene 
/zip-lock bag that contains tissues 
(and a mini sanitiser if possible from 
1st-6th class only). 

As we will not be accessing the 
school library, we encourage pupils 
to have their own book in their bag. 
Class libraries may be used, where 
pupils may choose a book on 
Monday, return on Thursday for 
sanitation and it be left untouched by 
others for 72 hours. 

P.E Days
There is no guidance to say that school uniforms or 
tracksuits should be washed every day and this is 
probably not practical for many. However, P.E will be 

scheduled one day a week (2 days for infants) and 

tracksuits can be worn on two days.

 We will be in touch soon regarding

 each class’s tracksuit days. 

 

Visitors
All visitors, including parents,must make a pre- 
arranged appointment to enter the school building and 
it must be for essential purposes. When entering the 
building by appointment, all visitors must wear a face 
covering and sanitise their hands at 
reception. Visitors will be asked to 
complete a visitor log that complies 
with Department of Education contact tracing. 

After school clubs
To avoid the cross-over of class 
bubbles, all after-school activities are 
suspended until further notice. 

.

Ventilation
As classrooms will have windows open for ventilation, 
please ensure that your son wears his school jumper or 
tracksuit jumper each day. 
Reminder: all school items including 
school jumper should be labelled. 

We encourage you to revise the good  handwashing 
technique with your child. 
Handwashing for Kids (from WHO)
Younger children might like this:
https://youtube/eQ41KCYxVZg

If your child is deemed “high risk” please contact us : 

secretary@saintpats.ie .
     

 

Lunches

Please ensure that children bring their lunches to 

school to avoid adults coming to the school. Please 

remind your child not to share his food or drinks with 

other children. 

https://youtu.be/DDjcJ-fSUgg
https://youtu.be/eQ41KCYxVZg
mailto:secretary@saintpats.ie


Access to the school grounds/morning assembly 

School gates will open for staggered times at 8.40am each morning.

Please do not gather in the yard or at the gates before this time.

The school requests that parents do not come onto the school grounds or into the school building 
unless it is for an essential purpose. We appreciate that dropping off the Junior & Senior Infants is 
essential (and 1st class for the first few weeks) but for the older pupils a drop-off should be at the at 
the school gate.

There will be sufficient staff on the ground to escort your child to their assembly point and to 
supervise them safely. Children should hand- sanitise at the gate before going onto the yard. All 
children, especially 3rd-6th class pupils are strongly encouraged  to walk, cycle or scoot to school 
(with helmets if cycling or scooting.) 

The following tables outline the drop-off and collection arrangements, 
which will be monitored ,reviewed and may require minor changes  in the 
early weeks of September

Senior Infants
Drop-off  time
Between 8:40-8:50 am 
Please do not gather in the yard or at the 
gates before this time.
Entry is through the single pedestrian gate 
only.
Please drop the children directly to their 
class door, where their teacher will welcome 
them.
When the bell rings at 8:50, senior infant 
pupils should be in their classrooms. 
 
Parents, A one way system will be in 
operation. Please do not gather. Walk 
around the school, and exit either via St 
Pat’s DCU or by the gate near the astro. 
Signage and staff will help direct you. 

 

Senior Infants
Collection Plan
Collection time is from 1:20-1:30.
Please do not gather in the yard or at the gates 
before this time.
 
Entry is through the single
pedestrian gate.
 
Please line up  at a 2 metre distance from 
others, at the designated spot at the class 
door.
 
Exit via the gates at the astro, or DCU St Pat’s. 
Once your son is collected from his class, 
please vacate the school yard immediately.

Sanitiser dispensers are fitted in 
every classroom and at access 
points to classrooms and 
throughout the school

In line with DES guidelines, it is possible that staff will be  

wearing face covering/visors. Where parents are 
collecting/dropping younger children, we  request that 
you please wear a face covering. 



Junior  Infants
Drop-off time 
Between 8:50-9:00

Please do not gather in the yard or at the 
gates  before this time.
Entry is through the single pedestrian 
gate only. 
Please drop the children directly to their 
class door, where their teacher will 
welcome them. 

Parents please do not gather in the 
ground;  exit either at the astro double 
gates, or the DCU grounds. Signage and 
staff will direct you. 

 

Junior Infants 
Collection Plan

First two weeks- collection time will be from 
11:50-12 o’clock.
Thereafter, regular collection time is 
1:30-1:35.

Please do not gather in the yard or at the 
school gates before this time.
 
Entry is  through the pedestrian gate.
 
Please line up  at a 2 meter distance from 
others, at the designated spot at the class 
door.
 
Exit via the gates at the astro, or DCU St Pat’s.
Once your son is collected from his class 
please vacate the school yard immediately

Senior School- All classes on the ground floor: 
 
 1st classes,
 Mr. Moraghan’s 3rd class,
 Mr Skelly’s 4th class
 Ms Leahy’s 5th class. 

For the above classes: Drop off time is between  8:40-8:50.

 Please do not gather in the yard or at the gate before this time.

Enter through the side pedestrian gate ONLY, and turn right towards the astro.
Pupils from  4th -6th class should enter the school grounds independently (also 3rd class after 
week 1.)

1st / 3rd class pupils only,  can be dropped at the  “Hug and Go” area on the astro. This  is a one 
way system, marked with spots.  Staff members will assist in this area during the 10 minute 
drop-off period. Once pupils “Hug-and Go”, they go directly to their class door where their teacher 
will receive them. (Mr Maguire’s 1st class will enter at the rear hall and Ms. Burke’s 1st class will 
enter at the rear office door. Both off the Junior yard) 
1st/3rd class parents, please follow the one-way system on the Hug and Go area, to exit at the 
senior yard double car-park gate ONLY. 

When the bell sounds at 8:50, these pupils
should be in their classroom.



Ground Floor Classes: Home-time
                                 

1st class Ms. Mullally                                       Dismissal time 2:20 from the Hug and Go area

1st class Ms. Burke                                           Dismissal time 2:20 from the Hug and Go area

1st class Mr. Maguire                                       Dismissal time 2:20 from the Hug and Go area

3rd class Mr. Moraghan                                   Dismissal time 2:25  from the Hug and Go area
                                                                                                                                        

4th class Mr. Skelly                                             Dismissal time 2:25 
                                                                             (escorted to the exit gate by teacher) 

5th class Ms. Leahy                                          Dismissal time 2:25 
                                                                             (escorted to the exit gate by teacher))

1st-3rd class: Parents, please enter the grounds via the St Pat’s pedestrian gate , and wait at the socially 

distanced Hug and Go area. This is a one way system. When you collect your son from this area, follow the 

one way system to the  exit double-gate at the senior school car park. Signs and staff will help direct the 

way. 

4th and 5th class pupils will exit the grounds independently at the exit double-gate of the staff car-park, 

following the one way system. 

Pupils from 3rd class up  are encouraged to walk, cycle or scoot, to meet a parent/guardian at an arranged 

collection point. This collection point is agreed between you and your child. Any 3rd class pupil in week 

one, who is leaving the school grounds independently, please let teacher know by way of note.  

Senior School- All classes upstairs: 
2nd classes                                           Ms. Collins’ 4th class                          
Mr. Canning’s 3rd class                      Mr. Moore’s 5th class
                                                                6th classes 
For the above classes: Drop off time is between 8:50-9:00

Please do not gather in the yard or at the gate before this time.

Please enter through the side pedestrian gate ONLY, and turn right towards the astro.
Pupils from  4th -6th class should enter the school grounds independently (also 3rd class after week 1).
2nd/ 3rd class pupils can be dropped at the  “Hug and Go” area on the astro. This  is a one way system, 
marked with spots. Children will line up in their socially distanced lines.  Staff members will assist in this 
area during the 10 minute drop-off period. 4th-6th classes proceed to their lines on the senior yard.

2nd/3rd class parents, please follow the one-way system on the Hug and Go area , to exit at the senior 
yard double car-park gate ONLY.  

When the bell sounds at 9am , classes will be taken in by the teacher ( a little sooner if possible, on a 
wet day).

yard. Teachers will take in the lines at 9am.

 



Upper Floor classes: Home-time

2nd classes                                                  Dismissal time is 2:30  from the Hug and Go area.

3rd (Mr. Canning)                                        Dismissal time is 2:35  from the Hug and Go area.
                                                                      

4th (Ms. Collins)                               Dismissal time is 2:35 (independently) , escorted by
                                                                      teacher to the side pedestrian gate

5th(Mr. Moore)                                 Dismissal time is 2.35, escorted by teacher to the side pedestrian
                                                                      gate      

6th classes                                      Dismissal time is 2.40. Pupils will be escorted by teacher to the  
                                                                     pedestrian gate.

2nd/3rd class: Parents, please enter the grounds via the St Pat’s pedestrian gate , and wait at the 

socially distanced Hug and Go area. This is a one way system. When you collect your son from this area, 

follow the one way system to the  exit double-gate at the senior school car park. Signs and staff will help 

direct the way. 

4th, 5th ,6th class pupils will be escorted by the teacher to the exit double-gate of the staff car-park, 

following the one way system; and leave independently. 

Pupils from 3rd class up  are encouraged to walk, cycle or scoot to meet a parent/guardian at an 

arranged collection point. This collection point is agreed between you and your child. Any 3rd class pupil 

in week one, who is leaving the school grounds independently, please let teacher know by way of note.

   

 

Classroom numbers; 
Junior Building

1 Ms. Flanagan (J.I)
2 Ms. McCabe (J.I)
3 Ms. Quinn (J.I)
4 Ms Power (S.I)
5 Mr Ryan (S.I)
6 Ms Creegan (S.I)
 

 

Senior classes::
3   Mr Maguire (1st)
4   Ms Mullally (1st)
11 Ms Burke (1st)
16 Ms O’Sullivan (2nd)
15 Ms. Griffin (2nd)
7   Mr. Moraghan (3rd)
14.Mr. Canning (3rd)
6   Mr. Skelly (4th)   
19 Ms. Collins (4th)
13 Mr. Moore (5th)
2   Ms. Leahy (5th)
17 Ms. Sansom (6th)
18 Ms. Gallagher (6th)
5 Ms. Rafter DLD class 
20 Ms. Savage DLD 

Please make sure we have your 
up-to-date contact details- 
email address, phone number 
and emergency contact 
number. These can be updated 
on Aladdin, or by emailing 
secretary@saintpats.ie./ phone 
018372714.  Please note this is 
the new school email address. 
We have launched a new 
website (www.saintpats.ie) 
which we will soon update..
Please bear 
with us while
we learn to
navigate it!

We will observe our usual practice of keeping to the left when on the stairs and in the corridors

mailto:secretary@saintpats.ie
http://www.saintpats.ie


Dealing with a suspected case of Covid-19
Pupils should not attend school if displaying any symptoms of Covid-19. 
If a pupil displays symptoms of Covid-19 while in school, the following are the procedures will be 
implemented:
· Parents/guardians will be contacted immediately
· The child will be accompanied to the designated isolation area via the isolation route by a member of 
staff. The staff member will remain at least 2 metres away from the symptomatic child and will also make 
sure that others maintain a distance of at least 2 metres from the symptomatic child at all times
· A mask will be provided for the child presenting with symptoms, if one is available. He/she should wear 
the mask if in a common area with other people or while exiting the premises
· An assessment will be made as to whether the child who is displaying symptoms can immediately be 
brought home by parents and call their doctor and continue self-isolation at home
·The school will facilitate the child presenting with symptoms to remain in isolation, if they cannot 
immediately go home, and will assist them by calling their GP.
·The child presenting with symptoms should be advised to cover their mouth and nose with the 
disposable tissue provided when they cough or sneeze and to put the tissue in the waste bag provided
·If the child is well enough to go home, the school will arrange for them to be transported home by a 
family member, as soon as possible, and advise them to inform their GP by phone of their symptoms. 
Public transport of any kind should not be used
·If they are too unwell to go home or advice is required, the school will contact 999 or 112

 and inform them that the sick child is a Covid-19 suspect.

·Arrangements will be made for appropriate cleaning of the isolation area and work areas

Involved.

The HSE will inform any staff/parents who have come into close contact with a diagnosed

case via the contact tracing process. The HSE will contact all relevant persons where a

diagnosis of COVID-19 is made. The instructions of the HSE should be followed.

Impact of a Suspected or Confirmed Case of Covid-19 in a Class

If the school is notified that a person in your child’s class has a suspected or confirmed case of Covid-19

· The parents of all children in the class will be notified

·  Public health advice will be sought and followed 

 
   

Milk and fruit
For now, the milk and fruit scheme
will not be used. This will be reviewed
 at a later date. Please ensure to send 
in a healthy lunch and a fresh water bottle 
each day. 
Toileting
Please ensure your child has been to the 
bathroom before coming to school- and 
has washed hands before coming to school. 

Collection of Children during the School Day
If an adult has to collect a child for essential 
reasons during the course of the school day, the 
following arrangements will apply;
·phone the office at the front door of the school to 
alert the office that you have arrived
·Your  child will  come to the office.
·You will  be asked to sign the child out, at the 
door. 
·Adults should only  enter the school building if 
invited to do so



Special Education Teachers/Special Needs 

Assistants

It may occur that a S.E.T or  SNA rotate 

between areas/classes but this will be 

minimized. When this occurs, agreed 

sanitising routines will be observed.

 

In keeping with Special Education practice 

and the “Continuum of Support”, additional 

support will be provided either as in-class 

support or  withdrawal. The provision of 

support will be organised to ensure our 

support teachers will work as far as 

possible within the confines of a bubble.

Where a support teacher is working

alongside a class teacher in a classroom, 
both teachers will  be mindful of 
maintaining social distance from one 
another.

We look forward to welcoming the pupils 

back next Thurs, 27th Aug. Thank you for 

your continued support. 

Kind Regards,

Natasha Bassett (Principal)  

Teaching and Learning

As a staff, we are very aware that the children 
have been away from school since March 12th. We 
appreciate the time and effort that went into 
Home Learning, and we recognise the challenges 
that Home Learning presented for all families.
 Each child will be a different place in relation to 
his/her learning, and we wish to assure you that 
staff will take that into consideration when 
planning for Teaching and Learning during the 
2020/2021 school year.
 The Department of Education and Skills has 
published guidelines regarding a reduced 
curriculum, and we ask you to trust our 
experience and professionalism 
as we work with all the children during the
return to school. 
We are setting up SEESAW (Infants-3rd) and 
Google Classrooms (4th-6th) as  our online 
platforms. 
There will be no homework for
the first two weeks. 

Wellbeing of the School Community

We will work on the recommended 

principles to support  wellbeing. These 

include:

• A sense of safety

• A sense of calm

• A sense of belonging and connectedness 

to school

Reminder :Children who should not attend school
If your child is in one of the following categories, 
they should not attend school –
·Children who have been diagnosed with Covid-19
·Children who have been in close contact with a 
person who has been diagnosed with Covid-19
·Children who have a suspected case of Covid-19 
and the outcome of the test is pending
·Children who have been in contact with a person 
who has a suspected case of Covid-19 and the 
outcome of the test is pending
·Children with underlying health conditions who 
have been directed by a medical professional not 
to attend school
·Children who have returned home after travelling 
abroad and must self-isolate for a period of 14 
days
·Children who are generally unwell


